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GEORGE YOUNG SAYS HE IS “ONE OF
THE MOST-HEARD, LEAST-KNOWN
PLAYERS IN THE WORLD”

By DENNIS TAYLOR
diaylor@montereyherald.com
ard to imagine how anybody’s universe could
be larger Likewise, it's hard to fathom how
anyone’s world could be as mhmate as the one
occupied by George Young.

During his 63 years, the Ca:mcl Valley
resident seemingly has done virtually everything,
touched almost everybody. Anyone who has
listened to the radio, watched a TV commercial, or
attended a concert, undoubtedly has experienced
Young, who quietly has built a formidable legend
as one of the greatest studio saxophonists of his

By his own description, he is “one of the
most-heard, leastknown players in the world,” a
man whose name is literally a household word
— but not to you or me.

Tony Bennett Luciano Pavarotti,

. they all know him.
Sammy Davxs Jr refused to take
the stage in Las Vegas for his
own 40th birthday performance
unless Young was behind him,
blowing the sax. Nat King Cole
stood on a stage-side table and
shushed the crowd when
Young’s band was playing
“Laura.” John Lennon pleaded
with Young to accompany him on
his “Double Fantasy” tour.

‘When John Belushi and Dan
Aykroyd danced as the Blues
Brothers on Saturday Night Live,
Young was blowing his hom right
behind. When the Village People
recorded EMEwe sa;wph:{;ust
wailing in the background was Young.
‘When Chubby Checker sang “Let's
“Twist Again,” Young provided the solo
on tenor sax.

Drop a name — almost any name at
all —and Young has a personal
anecdote And, yet, he's nota

e-dropper. You're simply asking
hlm to talk about his life, his friends,

Please see George Young page E4
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